November 19, 2015

I am sorry if my words sound harsh,
but in this world we are in today, to
continue this mindless sequestration is
an abrogation of our responsibility as
their elected leaders.

Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent that the Committee on the
Budget be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 2303 and the Senate
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation; I further ask consent that the
bill be read a third time and passed and
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

What this is, for the benefit of my
colleagues, is the elimination of se-
questration for not only defense but all
of our national security requirements
and agencies of government that are
suffering under this mindless seques-
tration.

I see my colleague from Rhode Island
is going to object. All I can say to my
colleague from Rhode Island is I am
deeply, deeply, deeply disappointed in
his objecting to doing the right thing
for the men and women who are serv-
ing in the military.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. REED. Madam President, reserv-
ing my right to object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

Mr. REED. I think Chairman McCAIN
is headed in exactly the right direc-
tion, which is trying to eliminate se-
questration. The real answer is to re-
peal the Budget Control Act because
the scope of relief offered by the chair-
man is certainly broader than just the
Department of Defense, but it doesn’t
include all the agencies that actually
protect us and interfere with our oppo-
nents. For example, the Department of
Treasury, in terms of trying to sup-
press terrorist financing, would be sub-
ject to sequestration in this legisla-
tion; the CDC would be subject to se-
questration, even if there were a bio-
logical attack—and unfortunately our
opponents, particularly terrorists, have
talked about such an attack.

It is not really the issue of sequestra-
tion; it is limiting the scope of relief. I
think we should, as my colleague sug-
gests, stand up and say we can repeal
the BCA. Then we can talk about budg-
eting according to the demands, ac-
cording to our total national security
picture.

Longer term, national security in
this country is certainly bolstered im-
mediately by the Department of De-
fense, Department of Treasury, State
Department, et cetera; but without
education, without many other efforts
in our government, we will not be able
to truly defend the Nation. So for that
reason, Mr. President, I with great re-
luctance object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
HOEVEN). Objection is heard.

(Mr.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider
the following nominations, which the
clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nominations of Peter William
Bodde, of Maryland, a Career Member
of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of
Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to Libya;
Elisabeth I. Millard, of Virginia, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Tajikistan;
Marc Jonathan Sievers, of Maryland, a
Career Member of the Senior Foreign
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Sultanate of Oman;
Deborah R. Malac, of Virginia, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service,
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the TUnited States of
America to the Republic of Uganda;
Lisa J. Peterson, of Virginia, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service,
Class of Counselor, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to the
Kingdom of Swaziland; and H. Dean
Pittman, of the District of Columbia, a
Career Member of the Senior Foreign
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Mozam-
bique.

VOTE ON BODDE NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Bodde nomination?

Mr. GRASSLEY. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), and
the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. VIT-
TER).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Florida (Mr. NELSON) and
the Senator from Vermont (Mr. SAND-
ERS) are necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 95,
nays 0, as follows:
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YEAS—95
Alexander Feinstein Murkowski
Ayotte Fischer Murphy
Baldwin Flake Murray
Barrasso Franken Paul
Bennet Gardner Perdue
Blumenthal Gillibrand Peters
Blunt Grassley Portman
Booker Hatch Reed
Boozman Heinrich Reid
Boxer Heitkamp Risch
Brown Hgller Roberts
Burr Hirono
Rounds

Cantwell Hoeven

X Sasse
Capito Inhofe
Cardin Isakson Schatz
Carper Johnson Schumer
Casey Kaine SCOt,t
Cassidy King Sessions
Coats Kirk Shaheen
Cochran Klobuchar Shelby
Collins Lankford Stabenow
Coons Leahy Sullivan
Corker Lee Tester
Cornyn Manchin Thune
Cotton Markey Tillis
Crapo McCain Toomey
Cruz McCaskill Udall
Daines McConnell Warner
Donnelly Menendez Warren
Durbin Merkley Whitehouse
Enzi Mikulski Wicker
Ernst Moran Wyden

NOT VOTING—5

Graham Rubio Vitter
Nelson Sanders

The nomination was confirmed.
VOTE ON MILLARD NOMINATION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Millard nomination?
The nomination was confirmed.
VOTE ON SIEVERS NOMINATION

The

PRESIDING OFFICER. The

question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Sievers nomination?
The nomination was confirmed.
VOTE ON MALAC NOMINATION

The

PRESIDING OFFICER. The

question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Malac nomination?
The nomination was confirmed.
VOTE ON PETERSON NOMINATION

The

PRESIDING OFFICER. The

question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Peterson nomination?
The nomination was confirmed.
VOTE ON PITTMAN NOMINATION

The

PRESIDING OFFICER. The

question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Pittman nomination?
The nomination was confirmed.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under

the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.
———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session.

The Senator from Mississippi.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate be
in a period of morning business, with
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